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"The truth is the most powerful thing we own." – Christopher Smith

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

OVERVIEW

Chris Smith is co-chair of the firm's Litigation team and is a trial and appellate lawyer who counsels clients on
business strategy and crisis management. He manages large, multi-party, and multi-jurisdiction projects, and
both prosecutes and defends mission-critical claims for clients. In Chambers USA, clients say Chris “provides
really seasoned and measured advice,” is "very, very well respected," "fabulous," "extremely proactive and
insightful," "provides excellent strategic advice," is "bright, extremely cerebral yet superbly practical in his
approach when managing a dispute" and “writes exceptionally well.”

Chris’s interests lie in the intersection of law and business. He is a member of the Board of Directors and
Executive Committee of the North Carolina Chamber and he serves on the Board of Directors of the North
Carolina Chamber Legal Institute, which is the business community’s voice for legal policy development and
analysis. He works with business groups and government officials on initiatives to improve the quality and
efficiency of the administration of justice in North Carolina and on policy and legislative matters affecting the
business legal climate in the state. Chris is also a Past-President of the North Carolina Association of Defense
Attorneys.

Chris has tried numerous lawsuits to jury verdict. His recent projects include a tax dispute on behalf of various
insurance companies with the State of North Carolina, engagement by various stakeholders to defend the
application and constitutionality of liability immunity legislation, as well strategic risk management projects for
companies developing innovative renewable energy technologies.

He has argued appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and the North Carolina Court of Appeals.

Chris was an associate with an international law firm in Washington, D.C. before joining Smith Anderson in 1995.
In addition to his leadership of the Business Litigation team, Chris serves on the firm's Management Committee.
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EXPERIENCE
● Lead counsel for a company in successfully protecting and enforcing intellectual property rights.
● Lead counsel to corporation in defending claims of false advertising.
● Lead trial counsel for insurance company in dispute with North Carolina Department of Revenue

regarding renewable energy tax credits.
● Lead counsel in trademark infringement dispute against worldwide vendor.
● Lead counsel and management of multi-venue contract dispute involving lawsuit, arbitration and public

utility commission proceedings arising out of contracts addressing client's business in 27 states.
● Lead counsel for nationwide risk management project for telecommunications infrastructure company

involving multiple parties and lawsuits in state and federal court and regulatory proceedings in various
state public utilities commissions.

● Co-lead counsel for client who successfully sued to have a "poison pill" adopted by a bank declared
unlawful.

● Lead counsel for client who successfully defended against a preliminary injunction in a trademark
infringement case for a new subsidiary business.

● Lead counsel in large trade secrets and unfair and deceptive trade practices claim for plaintiff corporation
resulting in verdict at trial for plaintiff client.

● Lead counsel for defendant client in $50 million+ arbitration regarding earn-out provisions of an asset
purchase and sale agreement resulting in favorable verdict for defendant client.

● Lead counsel in multi-million-dollar dispute involving claims against client to "pierce the corporate veil"
resulting in favorable pre-trial rulings and settlement.

● Lead counsel at trial in multi-million-dollar dispute involving claims of "software malpractice" on client's
counterclaim resulting in successful settlement for client during trial.

● Risk management of pre-litigation disputes of a broad range of matters including complex contract
disputes, pharmaceutical development and licensing agreements, non-compete and trade secrets issues,
and environmental contamination matters.

● Management and primary counsel on $100 million+ pharmaceutical development dispute for defendant
client resulting in partial summary judgment for client followed by a favorable settlement.

● Trial counsel in multi-million-dollar brain injury case where jury verdict was obtained on behalf of our
plaintiff client.

● Lead counsel and management of complex environmental Superfund cost recovery action for client in an
action involving more than 100 defendants.
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CREDENTIALS

Recognition

● North Carolina Lawyers Weekly "Leader in Law" (recognizing "the most influential individuals within our
state's legal community") (2014)

● Defense Research Institute (DRI) nationwide award for Exceptional Performance (recognizing work for
"having contributed to the improvement of the administration of justice in the public interest") (2013)

● Defense Research Institute (DRI) State Association Diversity Award (awarded to the North Carolina
Association of Defense Attorneys during Chris' Presidency for demonstrating a "significant commitment to
diversity") (2012)

● Benchmark Litigation, North Carolina Litigation Star (2010-2023)
● Best Lawyers®, Commercial Litigation, Litigation - Environmental (2013-2022)
● Business North Carolina's Legal Elite, Litigation
● Chambers USA: America’s Leading Business Lawyers, Litigation: General Commercial (2014-2022)
● Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent Rating
● North Carolina Super Lawyers (2007-2023)
● North Carolina Super Lawyers, Top 100 Lawyers (2013-2016, 2023)
● North Carolina Super Lawyers, Top 25 Raleigh Super Lawyers (2014)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Education

University of Pennsylvania, J.D., cum laude, 1992

University of Pennsylvania, B.A., summa cum laude, 1987

● Phi Beta Kappa

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Bar & Court Admissions

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit

U.S. District Courts, Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of North Carolina

All North Carolina State Courts

Connecticut
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District of Columbia

New York

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


